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Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj has gone

down in Indian history as an
unparalleled hero and an efficient ruler

ED seizes 2590 crore worth financial assets of Winzo

Winzo was into the business of hosting Real Money Games/gambling, offering over 100 games with a claimed user base of about 25 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

THE Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED), Bengaluru Zonal
Office, has seized bank ac-
counts, FDs, mutual funds,
bonds of Winzo Pvt. Ltd and its
subsidiary, Zo Pvt Ltd, valued
at ¥590 crore under Section 37A
of the Foreign Exchange Man-
agement Act (FEMA), 1999, for
contravention under Section 4
of FEMA, 1999.

Winzo was into the business
of hosting Real Money Games
(RMG)/gambling, offering

more than 100 number games
with a claimed user base of
about 25 crore users. Winzo has
made overseas direct invest-
ment to its foreign subsidiaries
—Winzo US Inc, USA and Winzo
SG Pte Ltd, Singapore, by ac-
quiring foreign exchange to the
tune of USD 54,255,010 (Rs
492crore), the central agency
said in a press release.

Winzo has been conducting
real-money gaming operations
(online gambling) by offering
games such as Bingo 2p, Bingo
Turbo, Ludo, Snakes & Lad-
ders, Mines, Solitaire, Spades

and Black Jack etc, in Brazil,
Germany and the United States
through its US-based subsidi-
ary, Winzo US Inc, USA. Winzo
has parked its funds abroad
under the guise of over-

seas direct investment,
however, the entire gam-

ing infrastructure for
these overseas opera-

tions is shared and con-
trolled from India.

The foreign entities do not
have any regular employees or
independent establishments to
carry out their operations. The
complete management and con-

Forest personnel to guard forest
fringes to prevent accidental fire

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Madikeri

Ahead of the summer season,
the forest department is taking
measures to control forest fires
across Kodagu district. Extra
attention is being paid to en-
sure the safety of the forest
fringes lining the highways,
even as over 60 forest personnel
will monitor and ensure safety
across these fringes.

The forest regions across the
Annekadu and Thithimathi-
Anechowkuru are more vul-
nerable to accidental forest
fires in the district, as these
forest fringes are lined beside
National Highways. As small
as a cigarette bud can spark
forest fires in these regions,
and extra precautions have
been taken to curb the same.
The department has completed
drawing fire lines by these for-
est fringes, and additional
staff have been deployed
across these fringes to monitor
safety measures.

“In view of the increasing

‘Fire Watchmen’ guard the Anechowkuru-Hunsuru route to prevent parking of
vehicles as a precautionary measure to curb forest fire | express

forest areas in the Mattigodu
forest area and Chennangi
area, an additional 65 fire
watchmen and 5 watchtowers
have been constructed,” con-
firmed Devaraj, Mathigodu
RFO. He explained that senior
officers are conducting a beat
regularly to monitor arrange-
ments to curb forest fires.

The department has de-
ployed ‘fire watchmen’ who
will monitor the ongoing situ-
ation across the highway lin-
ing the forest fringes. These
watchmen will curb unneces-
sary parking of vehicles by the
roadside and also alert the de-

partment in case of an acci-
dental fire. The deployed
watchmen will also curb in-
creased cases of littering by
the forest fringes.

The RFO confirmed that
these fire personnel have been
deployed every 200 meters on
the Anechowkuru-Hunsuru
route, lining the forest.

In case of an accidental fire
in the forest area, fire brigade
vehicles will be deployed from
Gonikoppal at the earliest.
However, to avoid the delay, a
fire brigade team has been de-
ployed in front of the Mathig-
odu Forest Office.

trol of these entities, including
day-to-day functioning, is exer-
cised by directors and employ-
ees from India. Further, all ac-
counting records,
management of for-

— eign bank accounts

and related financial

functions of the US

and Singapore enti-

ties are handled from

India. WinZO Singapore

is earning a licensing fee from

call-break games by licensing it

to WinZO India, the release
stated.

Further, ED investigation re-

vealed that Winzo Pvt Ltd also
incorporated 100% subsidiary
in the USA and Singapore,
which are into gambling/real
money games, which are pro-
hibited as per Rule 19 (1) (b) of
the Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment (Overseas Investment)
Rules, 2022. Further, foreign
subsidiaries of Winzo games
are into non bonafide business
activity (not permissible under
any law in force in India) in
contravention of Rule 9(1) of
the FEM (Overseas Investment)
Rules, 2022.

Online games have been

WILD ELEPHANT HERD
ATTACKS A MOVING CAR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Madikeri

A herd of wild elephants at-
tacked a moving car during the
night hours on Wednesday. The
incident was reported on Mysu-
ru Road in Siddapura. The driv-
er of the car, luckily, escaped
unhurt.

At around 9 pm, Prajith, a
resident of Puliyeri village,
was returning from Mysuru.
Near Siddapura, he observed a
wild elephant walking by the
roadside, and he immediately
slowed down the vehicle. How-

ever, there were other ele-
phants in the herd, and they
ambushed and attacked the
car.

A total of four wild elephants
attacked and damaged the vehi-
cle, even as the driver sat inside
the vehicle in fear. However, the
commotion alerted the owner
of a nearby estate, Anil, who
rushed to the spot.

After the elephants returned
to the forest, Anil calmed the
panic-stricken driver. The spot
was later visited by the Viraj-
pet division forest department
staff.

banned in India by the Promo-
tion and Regulation of Online
Gaming Act, 2025 (PROG) Act,
2025 and therefore Winzo could
not have made overseas invest-
ments or continued invest-
ments after enforcement of on-
line gaming ban in India.

Winzo is holding foreign cur-
rency and foreign income gen-
erated abroad in bank accounts
of its USA and Singapore sub-
sidiaries from prohibited ac-
tivities in contravention of Sec-
tion 4 of FEMA, 1999, to the
extent of Rs 590crore, the ED
said.

The car damaged by the wild elephant
herd | express

Rahim Khan,
Minister

68-yr-old
killed in front
of bedridden
husband

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru

A 68-year-old woman was mur-
dered and robbed in front of
her bedridden husband at their
residence on Pete Beedhi with-
in the Nelamangala Town po-
lice limits on Wednesday. The
crime came to light around 6.30
pm when a physiotherapist ar-
rived for the husband’s session
and found him lying beside his
wife’s body.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Shobha, who lived with
her husband, Ranganath. The
couple had no children, and the
husband had been bedridden
for 12 years.

The accused, Shiva Kumar
(35), aneighbour and wholesale
shop owner, reportedly entered
the house by asking for water.
He then slit her throat and fled
with gold ornaments weighing
around 450 grams, including
the ones the victim was wear-
ing. Investigations revealed
that Kumar had a loan of Rs 8
lakh due to gambling. CCTV
footage captured his move-
ments, showing him entering
the house around 1.03 pm.
When the police arrived, the ac-
cused was near the scene and
was later seen leaving on a
scooter.

80-yr-old man dies in suspected short-circuit fire

ENS @Bengaluru

AN 80-year-old man living alone
was charred to death in a sus-
pected house fire in Mylasan-
dra, under the Kengeri police
limits, in the early hours of
Thursday.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Mailarappa, who had

undergone amputation of his
left leg due to gangrene. His
granddaughter, Ramya, who
lives nearby, regularly took
care of him by providing food
and other essentials.
According to the police, the
incident occurred at 2.20 am
while Mailarappa was asleep.
Due to his amputation, he was

unable to alert anyone or es-
cape. A neighbour noticed the
fire and alerted Ramya, who,
along with her husband and
neighbours, tried to douse the
flames. Ramya’s husband later
removed a portion of the roof
sheet and found Mailarappa’s
charred body inside. The Fire
and Emergency Services per-

sonnel extinguished the fire.

The police registered an Un-
natural Death Report (UDR)
and are investigating the exact
cause of the fire, which is sus-
pected to have been caused by a
short circuit. Foul play has not
been ruled out, and the body
has been sent for postmortem
examination.
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Hubhalli-580009,
No.: FDA/RDTUe-Tender/ TIA/PP-03/2025-26 Date: 19.02.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION-Call 2
{Through KPP Portal only) (One Cover System)
Short term re-tender is invited for the supply of HPLC columns to
the Drugs Testing Laboratory, Bengaluru, and the Regional
Drugs Testing Laboratories at Hubballi and Ballari Call-2.
Tender No: FSDA/2025-26/INDOO0S.
Further details can be obtained from Website: https:/ikppp.
karnataka.gowv.in Sdi- The Chairman,
Tender Inviting Authority,
Principal Sciantific Officer (IIC)
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No. SEETr{0p)C-NEEE/AEE-1/F-8078808/25-26/3764

Date: 19.02 2026

KPTCL invites for the following tenders under the jurisdiction of
Transmission {Operation) Circle-North, KPTCL Bengaluru.

1) Tender No: KPTCL/2025-26/IND0279 for Design, Manufacture,
Testing and supply of 42 no's. of B00-400/1-1-1A ratio 66kV
Current Transformers for various sub-stations.
2) Tender No: KPTCL/2025-26/INDO278 for Design, Manufacture
Testing and supply of 30 no's. of 1200-800/1-1-1A ratio BEKV
Current Transformers for various sub-stations.

The Bids will be received only through KPP Portal. The detailed
notification can be obtained by logging on to https:/kppp.
karnataka.gov.in on or after 20.02.2026. Any additional
information shall be oblained from the undersigned.

Sdl- Superintending Engineer (Elec.), Transmission (Operation)
Circle-Morth, KPTCL, UAS Campus,
Hebbala, Bengaluru-560 004,

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through KPP Portal Only)
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ent, Zonal Office. Bangalore.
EMPANELMENT OF HEf.: OVE H'I’ AGENT / ENFORCEMENT AGENT

Applications from ehgble Indhiduals | Instiutons ¥ Agencies | LLP / Companées
ic. are invitad for "Empanelment as Racovery Agent | Enforcement Agent” for our
Zonal Office Bangalore and Branches under Zonal Office Bangalore. The eigible
applicants can submit an advance copy of their applicafion and other requires
docurments at UCO Bank, Zonal Office, 2nd Floor, 1322, K.G. Road, Bangalore -
$60009 latest by or within 05.00 PM on 27-02-2026. For eligibisty and other details,
pleasavisit our Website : Mips:www.uco. bank.in under "Tender /Moticas".

Zonal Manager
Zonal Office Bangalore

Date : 20.02.2026

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF
FISHERIES (TRAINING CENTRE),

K.R.SAGAR
NO:Cage/1/2025-26 Date:19.02.2026

NOTICE INVITING EOl FOR SELECTION OF ENTITIES FOR
DEVELOPING CAGE CULTURE IN K.R.SAGAR RESERVOIR

ON LEASE-DEVELOPMENT-OPERATE BASIS.

The Deputy Director of Fishenes, on behalf of Department
of Fisheries, Government of Kamataka invites submission
of Expression of interest from interested individuals/fish
farmers /Fisheries co-operative societies/Self help groups/
famer Fish producer organization/companies for developing
cage culture in the reservoir of K.R.Sagar on lease-develop
ment -operate basis. Last date for submission of EQI
is 03.03.2026 up to 17.00 hrs. For more information
visit Department of Fisheries, website https://fisheries.
karnataka gov.in/page/Tender+and+Nofification/en and
contact the office of Deputy Director of Fisheries as
stated above. Mobile No 9448500695/9110263624
Sd/- Deputy Director of Fisheries

IPR/IDOMYSH 600K SMCADS62025-26

7\ KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Mangaluru Division : Mangaluru

Ne.KSTIMNG/TR/ICOM/3206/2025-26 Date:18.02.2026
E-Tender Notification No.10/2025-26

(Through e-Procurement only)

Karnataka Siate Road Transport Corporation,
Mangaluru Division, invites e-Tender for the selection of
Licensee for Display of packagewise Advertisement
Hoardings, Glow sign Boards, Platform Boards, LED
TV/Screen Inside & Outside of the bus stations, Depot,
Divisional workshop that are coming under KSRTC
Mangaluru Division, for a period of Five years {with
annual escalation of 10% on Monthly Licence fee)
through e-procurement.

E- Tenr:!:ar d-:u::uments car- be downloaded fl'!'.‘rl"l"l
on or before 09.03.2026 at 1E IJ'IJHrs E Tender t lEEhI‘IIGEIl
Bid Opening Date:12.03.2026 at 10:30 hrs & Financial
Bid Opening at 11:00hrs.

For more details visit Divisional Office, K.S.R.T.C.,
Mangaluru Division, Bejai, Mangaluru -575004 during
office hours. Contact Details : Divisional Traffic Officer -
7760990702, Assistant Traffic Manager- 77609907 11.

Sd/- Senior Divisional Controller

DIPRICRLIAIS TS 302528 K.5.R.T.C., Mangaluru Division.

Allthe news. In just aclick, | :ﬂifﬁn'{ E
Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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